SHUFFLE

Husein sent to Mahmoud his loveliest daughter, bearing
many rich presents. He dressed himself in his most
gorgeous robes, and, with three hundred nobles similarly
arrayed, sallied forth. Although Mahmoud received him
coldly and with scant ceremony, the Shah greeted him
affectionately as his son-in-law, removing his own crown and
placing it upon Mahmoud5 s head, requesting only that he
would not touch the royal concubines; and that he would
not kill, but would cherish the princes of the blood.

Two days later the victor entered Isfahan. First came
ten infantrymen; then James Curland, an English general,
mounted upon a richly caparisoned horse, and carrying
the keys of city and palace; then a hundred and fifty
Prcetorians of the Guard, swords drawn; followed by thirty
mounted officers forming a circle. In the midst of them
rode the new Shah in full regalia, sceptre in hand, and
flanked by two generals who supported a canopy so
strewed with diamonds and other precious stones that
it dazzled the eyes of the spectators. Behind rode a
hundred of the Royal Bodyguard, followed somewhat
ignominiously by the ex-king and his nobles. Troops
lined the streets, stopping at intervals to burn sweet-
smelling incense to offset the stench of putrefying flesh.
Capitulation was complete.

Some months later Mahmoud sent ten thousand troops
to Kazvin, where their harsh cruelty caused the people to
revolt with such success that but few of the oppressors
straggled back to Isfahan. In revenge, and to maintain
his prestige, Mahmoud invited three hundred grandees
to a feast, where he murdered them and their children.
Slaughtering all his Persian soldiers, he ordered a general
massacre of those who had been loyal to Husein. Julfa
had to pay the price of more high-born Armenian girls.

One by one, cities plucked up courage to revolt against
his cruel hand. He withdrew into solitude for religious
exercises. At last his brain failed, and he laid about him
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